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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 
OF 
ROLLAND L. HARDY 
Rolland L. Hardy was born and raised on a farm in 
Illinois. His early education was in one-room country 
schools and small-town high schools. His college edu- 
cation at Western Illinois State was interrupted by a 
call-up of the Illinois National Guard in 1941. In 1946 
he returned to civilian life from overseas service in the 
Pacific Theater as a young rocket artillery survey offi- 
cer. But he remained in the Army Reserve until 1971 
when he retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Corps of 
Engineers. 
Meanwhile, he alternated work experience and edu- 
cation while earning four college degrees. These were a 
Bachelor of Science in General Science at the University 
of Illinois, a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering at 
the University of Missouri, Rolla, a Professional Degree 
of Civil Engineer, also at Rolla, and the Dr.-Ing. de- 
gree in Geodesy at the Technical University, Karlsruhe, 
Germany in 1963. 
His career in surveying and mapping has included seventeen years of non-military government 
service, both foreign and domestic. More than twenty additional years have been devoted to 
private practice in surveying and engineering, college teaching, and research. Government service 
has included engineering and scientific assignments with the U.S. Geological Survey, the Army 
Corps of Engineers, the Agency for International Development, the Department of Commerce, and 
that part of the Department of Defense now known as the Defense Mapping Agency. Highlights of 
the early part of his government service included suggestion and performance awards for patents 
involving surveying and mapping instrumentation. Activity in this area was also the subject of 
his German doctoral dissertation. 
Later he was assigned by the Agency for International Development as a Geodetic Engineer 
Advisor to the Director of the Sudan Survey Department. There he initiated a reconnaissance of 
an international transcontinental geodetic survey across the broadest part of Africa near the 13th 
parallel. A few years later, near the end of his government career, Dr. Hardy was especially active 
in an advanced systems office for support of NASA's Lunar Orbiter and other extraterrestrial 
mapping projects. 
Dr. Hardy left permanent government service to become a professor at Iowa State University 
where he remained until retiring at the end of 1988. There he developed egree programs from 
the bachelors through the doctoral degree in geodesy, photogrammetry, and surveying, where 
none had existed before. During this service, he took two leaves of absence. In 1977 he was a 
Senior Scientist in Geodesy for the National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences, 
Washington, D.C. In 1984 he occupied a Research Chair in Mapping, Charting, and Geodesy at 
the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California. 
Dr. Hardy is an Emeritus Professor at Iowa State University, and is a Registered Professional 
Engineer and Land Surveyor in the State of Iowa. He holds membership in many scientific and 
professional organizations. Among these are Emeritus Member of Sigma XI, Member Ameri- 
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can Geophysical Union, Emeritus Member American Society of Photogrsmmetry sad Remote 
Sensing, Life Fellow of the American Society of Civil Engineers, sad Life Fellow of the Ameri- 
can Congress on Surveying and Mapping. He is also listed in American Men of Science, Who's 
Who in Engineering, the Dictionary of International Biography, and Interastional Who's Who 
of Intellectuals. 
Since leaving Iowa State University, he has become the founder sad president of the Interns. 
tional Institutes of Science and Technology, an orgsaisation devoted to research sad education 
with offices in Monterey, California, and Monroe, Louisiana. 
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